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speaker of the Irish House of Commons, and 
is now in the possession of his descendants. 
The Hunterston Brooch was found in the 
autumn of 1830 on the estate of Robert 
Hunter of Hunterston, West Kilbride, Ayr- 
shire, Scotland. It is of silver with fine 
gold panels let in the spaces, and is supposed 



to belong to the eighth or ninth century. It 
is in a remarkable state of preservation 
in the National Museum of Edinburgh. 
The Runic inscription on the back trans- 
lated reads: This brooch belongs to 
Olfriti. 

J.H. B. 



NOTES 



CORPORATION MEETING.— 
The regular meeting of the Fel- 
lows of the Museum was held in 
the Board Room on Monday, 
February 19th, at half past four o'clock, the 
First Vice President, Joseph H. Choate, 
being in the Chair. 

The Secretary read an account of the 
activities of the Trustees for the year end- 
ing December 31, 191 1; a report from the 
Treasurer was received, and there were 
addresses made by the Chairman of the 
Finance Committee, Edward D. Adams, 
and the Director. After the formal meet- 
ing, tea was served by a committee of 
ladies, Mrs. J. Pierpont Morgan, Mrs. 
Robert W. de Forest, and Mrs. Edward 
Robinson. 

Meeting of the Trustees. — At their 
regular meeting, held February 19th, the 
Trustees elected three outgoing members 
of the Board in the class of 191 2 to suc- 
ceed themselves as the class of 1919. These 
were Messrs. Joseph H. Choate, Howard 
Mansfield, and George Blumenthal. 

The following officers and committees 
were re-elected: 



FINANCE COMMITTEE 



J. Pierpont Morgan 
Joseph H. Choate 

Robert W. de Forest 

Howard Mansfield 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 



President 

First Vice President 
Second Vice President 
and Secretary 
Treasurer 



ex-officio 
J. Pierpont Morgan 
Joseph H. Choate 
Robert W. de Forest 
Howard Mansfield 



William L. Andrews 
John L. Cadwalader 
Daniel C. French 
Henry Walters 
William C. Osborji 
Edward D. Adams 
John W. Alexander 
George Blumenthal 



Edward D. Adams 
George F. Baker 



Henry Clay Frick 
The Treasurer 

{ex-officio) 



AUDITING COMMITTEE 

George A. Hearn 
Harris C. Fahnestock J. P. Morgan, Jr. 

The sub-committees appointed by the 
President were announced at this time. 
One of these, the Committee on Educa- 
tional Work, takes its place for the first 
time in the regular list. 

Membership. — At their recent meeting, 
the Board of Trustees elected to the mem- 
bership of the Museum the following per- 
sons: Joseph Pulitzer, as a Benefactor, 
in recognition of his recent legacy of 
$500,000; as Honorary Fellows for Life, 
Auguste Rodin, both in recognition of his 
gifts and as an expression of the esteem in 
which he is held, and Hon. A. T. Clear- 
water, for his numerous gifts and loans; 
and as Fellows in Perpetuity, Helen 
Miller Gould, in recognition of the benefit 
received through her valuable gift of the 
Murch Collection, and Johnston de Forest, 
a grandson of the first President of the 
Museum, John Taylor Johnston. 

Renaissance Portrait Head. — Mr. 
Grenville Lindall Winthrop has lent to the 
Museum an important bronze bust of the 
Italian Renaissance period. This portrait 
head, on exhibition in Wing F., is consider- 
ably larger than life-size and probably rep- 
resents Marcus Aurelius. Imitations of 
classical works were not uncommon in the 
Renaissance, particularly in its later de- 
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velopment. At the same time, a striking 
resemblance to the few known portraits of 
Alessandro de' Medici, who for a short time 
reigned as Duke of Florence, causes one to 
venture at present only a tentative identi- 
fication of this fine sixteenth century bronze, 
probably of the Venetian school, but pos- 
sibly Florentine. J. B. 

Arrangement of the Collections. — 
The following examples of Italian Renais- 
sance sculpture have been placed on exhib- 
ition in Wing F at the south end of the large 
hall: 

Altar relief, dated 1408, by Gerardo di 
Mainardo. (At right of the main entrance.) 

Portrait bust by Alessandro Vittoria. 
(At entrance of Gallery 6.) 

Portrait relief by Pietro Lombardo. (On 
screen.) 

Visitation Group, Florentine, about 1500. 
(On screen.) 

Nativity, from a predella, della Robbia 
workshop. (On screen.) 

Six small tapestries, given by Mr. J. Pier- 
pont Morgan and recently shown in the 
Accessions Room, have been placed in 
Gallery 6, Wing F. These tapestries, rep- 
resenting scenes from the Life of Christ, 
are of Alsatian manufacture, dating from 
the last years of the sixteenth century. 

A large cabinet, the gift of Messrs. Du- 
veen Brothers in 1910, has been placed on 
exhibition in Wing F, Gallery 8. The cab- 
inet is German, about 1700, and is said to 
have come from Dantzic. It is elaborately, 
if somewhat heavily, carved and paneled. 

American Silver. — A silver baptismal 
bason and four mugs have been allowed to 
remain in the Museum since the closing of 
the Special Exhibition of Early Silver on 
January 2, and they are now on view in the 
Gold Room. The bason is plain, with a 
spherical bowl, and has a wide rim given up 
to two lines of inscription in Low Dutch, of 
which the following is a translation : 

On the mere water (or external ordinance) 
hope of freedom from condemnation cannot 
rest. But on carefully considering the 
nature and uses of Baptism, Faith appre- 
hends that Christ, by His precious blood, 
cleanses us from the guilt and malady of 



sin, and causes us to live unto God by His 
Spirit. c 

The mark: I.V, in a trefoil, is that of 
Jacobus Van der Spiegel, a Freeman of 
New York in 1702. This bason, lent by 
the South Reformed Church, New York, 
was made during the ministry of Henricus 
Selyns. It was he and his consistory who 
applied for the charter which was granted 
May 11, 1696, and which was the first 
church charter issued in the colony. 

Two of the mugs were made by John Has- 
tier, a Freeman of New York in 1 726. They 
are marked I H in a heart twice under- 
neath, and bear underneath this inscription 
(in script) S: Church: 1729. 

The other two mugs are stamped P. V. D. 
twice on the right of the handle near the 
top. The mark is that of Peter Van Dyck, 
who died in 1750. The inscription, (in 
script) on the under side of one, reads: 

Sought Hamptown Church: 

on the under side of the other: 

For the Church of Sought hamtun, 
6 Decern^ 1739. 

All four of the mugs are lent by the First 
Presbyterian Church of Southampton, Long 
Island. They all have beaded rat-tails down 
the handles and three have been repaired by 
an oval plate of silver at the whistle end. 

J. H. B. 

The Library. — The additions to the 
Library during January, 1912, were ninety- 
one volumes, as follows: 

By purchase 85 

By gift 6 

The names of the donors are Mr. William 
L. Andrews, Mr. John H. Buck, Miss 
Emilie Cherbuliez, Messrs. Cottier & Com- 
pany, Mr. A. E. Gallatin, Mr. George A. 
Hearn, Messrs. M. Knoedler & Company, 
Mr. Oskar Munsterberg, Mr. P. F. Scho- 
field, Mr. John E. D. Trask, Mr. A. S. Ver- 
nay, and Messrs. F. M. & P. M. Zimmer- 
mann. 

Fifty-two photographs of Spanish paint- 
ings were presented by Miss Whiting. 

The attendance during the month was 
eight hundred and seventy-five. 
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Library Classifications. — In response 
to many inquiries as to the system of clas- 
sifying the books and photographs, and the 
method of caring for the latter in the 
Library, the Museum announces that 
printed copies of the classification systems 
may now be procured. 

The Classification for Photographs, by 
Ethel A. Pennell, includes an Introduction 
describing methods of purchasing, acces- 
sioning, mounting, labeling, stacking, cata- 
loguing, and classifying; illustrations of the 
labels used and of the catalogue cards; 
photographs and measured drawings of the 
cases for stacking; with concise tables and 
complete index of the Classification. 

The Classification for Books, by Lucie E. 
Wallace, covers all branches of archaeology, 
the fine and industrial arts, as well as ref- 
erence books, and general works used in 
connection with these subjects, and a rela- 
tive index. 

The size is 8vo. wrappers, 148 pages. 
Price $1.00. 

Additional Note on the Assyrian 
Sword. — The early bronze sword, pre- 
sented to the Museum by its President, Mr. 
J. Pierpont Morgan, and described in the 
January number of the Museum Bulletin, 
has lately received the attention of sev- 
eral Assyriologists, who have commented 
on its value, both from historical and 
paleographical standpoints. The Museum 
is greatly indebted to Professors Prince, 
Frothingham, Clay, and Vanderburg, who 
have contributed a more modern rendering 
of the cuneiform inscription. It reads: 



E-kal — Adad-NiraTi sar Kissati apal Pu- 
di-ili sar mat As-sur apal ilu Bel-nirari sar 
mat As-sur-ma. 

("The palace of Adad [or Raman] Nirari 
king of hosts, son of Pudi-ilu king of 
Assyria, son of Bel-Nirari king of Assyria.") 
[Adad-Nirari I reigned circa 1325 B. C] 

In the former notice Kelch Shergat should 
have read Kalch Shergat, Nardin should have 
read Mardin. The antelope which was then 
referred to as of decorative interest merely, 
is, according to Dr. Frothingham to whose 
interest we are indebted for the foregoing 
corrections, a "divine symbol set upon a 
standard (or an altar) such as one sees on the 
Babylonian boundary stones, where ani- 
mals connected with altars are emblems of 
various gods of the Pantheon. . . . Here 
it is probably the emblem of the god Raman, 
which lies at the basis of the king's name 
and whose protecting deity he was." In 
confirmation of this note one recalls the use 
of similar symbols, e. g., gazelle, ox, rat, 
tiger, peacock, in the religion of India at 
the present time. One notes, also, that the 
antelope is apparently resting upon an 
altar, from the corners of which ornaments 
(tassels?) are hanging. In another matter, 
Mr. George S. Stone, whose knowledge of the 
arms of the Near East is frequently called 
upon by the Curator, has commented upon 
the close similarity of the handle of this 
Assyrian weapon to that of the modern 
Afghan sword, a similarity which, for a 
number of reasons, may not be due to con- 
vergence. 

B. D. 
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